Cystic schwannoma of the brainstem.
A rare case of cystic schwannoma occurring in the brainstem in the absence of von Recklinghausen's disease is reported. This appears to be the first case in the literature of a cystic schwannoma ever described in this location. While the exact origin of this tumor in this unusual location remains uncertain, different hypotheses are discussed and the possible origin of this tumor from perivascular elements in the brainstem is seriously considered.